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a horse and sleigh. I remember 
seeing Grammie at the spinning 

wheel, spinning yarn. We spent that 
night with her and when we left 

to come home the next day, it was 
so cold that my father broke alders 
and bushes and made a cab for the 
sleigh. Then he put blankets over 
that. And he put rocks in the oven 
to get warm and then put them in 
the sleigh. Those rocks were our 

heaters back then. I don’t remember 
who was with us for kids other 

than me and Maynard. We were all 
coming back home to Allagash. Just 

over nine miles. Imagine that. 

A is for Allagash is in alphabet book format, which may confuse you as it did me. It’s not a learning tool 
for preschoolers, though it would be a delight for grandparents to read to youngsters. It will find an 
audience among anyone interested in revisiting the days of lumberjacks and lumber barons. And if it 
finds its way into the hands of young adult readers, they will be amazed at the simplicity of a world that 
is only two generations gone. Beautifully produced with art work by Lulu Pelletier and colorized period 
photographs, there’s much to enjoy in this book from the patriarch of the Pelletier clan.  

Stephen Long 

 


